Bisphosphonate-related osteonecrosis of the jaws.
The purpose of this article is to review a new pathologic entity named bisphosphonate-related osteonecrosis of the jaws (BRONJ). BRONJ was observed and first reported in 2001-2002 when clinicians noticed cases of refractory osteomyelitis after simple dental procedures such as dental extractions in patients who had received bisphosphonate therapy. The condition was initially seen in patients who received i.v. bisphosphonates for malignancies such as multiple myeloma and metastatic breast cancer. However, with the use of bisphosphonate therapy for osteoporosis, BRONJ is seen in patients without a cancer diagnosis. The incidence of BRONJ remains unclear. Treatment recommendations based on sound scientific data are sparse. The management of BRONJ remains a difficult and controversial situation that continues to challenge the clinician.